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Key Facts about: Inland Water Quality and Use

Drinking water quality: 1992-2003
United Kingdom

Figure 14: Drinking water quality: 1992 - 2003 United Kingdam
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Percentage exceeding (ie failing to meet) standards
1995 1998 2000 2001 2002 2003

England and Wales 0.55 0.22 0.20 0.14 0.13 0.12
Scotland 1.51 141 0.70 0.59 0.52 0.53
Northern Ireland 1.10 1.14 1.09 0.94 0.88 0.69

Water undertakers in the UK are required to supply wholesome water and are responsible for
assessing the quality of that water through regular sampling of water treatment works, service
reservoirs and discrete water supply zones.

In 2003 in England and Wales, 2.9 million determinations were made and 0.12 per cent failed to
meet the standards, compared with 0.55 per cent in 1995.

In Scotland, 339 thousand determinations were made in 2003 and 0.53 per cent failed to meet
the standards, compared with 1.51 per cent in 1995.

In Northern Ireland 99 thousand determinations were made in 2003 and 0.69 per cent failed,




compared with 1.1 per cent in 1995.
In Detail:

Drinking water
Fluoridation

Further Information:

Source:
DWI, The Scottish Executive, DOE(NI) Water Service

Key Facts:
Abstractions from non-tidal surface water and groundwater
Water leakage

Data Tables:

Download Chart Data: Microsoft Excel

Defra is not responsible for the contents or reliability of the linked web sites and does not necessarily
endorse the views expressed within them. Listing should not be taken as endorsement of any kind. We
cannot guarantee that these links will work all of the time and we have no control over the availability of the
linked pages.

Your questions and comments are welcome. Contact information and email:
enviro.statistics @defra.gsi.gov.uk
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