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Key Facts about: Inland Water Quality and Use

Abstractions from non-tidal surface water and groundwater, by use:
1971-2001

England and Wales

Thousand megalitres/day

 1991 1995 1999 2000 2001

Public water supply 17.56 17.35 16.25 16.99 16.23

Electricity supply industry 13.38 8.22 12.93 16.89 18.07

Fish farming etc 3.88 4.27 4.87 4.71 4.66

Other industry 3.52 2.33 4.94 4.44 3.59

Other purposes 0.98 1.03 1.08 1.10 0.56

Total 39.32 33.20 40.06 44.13 44.11

Water is abstracted under licences, granted on the basis of the reasonable needs of the public,
industry and agriculture and availability of supplies. The amount abstracted has been generally
rising since the mid-1990s. In 2001, in England and Wales total abstractions were slightly lower
than in the peak year of 1992. In 2001, almost 80 per cent of water abstracted was for the public
water supply and electricity supply industry.

Note: data collected before 1991 are not strictly comparable with later years.

In Detail:



Water abstractions and supply
Water supply and use
Rainfall, replenishment and resources
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Average rainfall and temperature in England and Wales

Data Tables:

Download Chart Data: Microsoft Excel

Defra is not responsible for the contents or reliability of the linked web sites and does not necessarily
endorse the views expressed within them. Listing should not be taken as endorsement of any kind. We
cannot guarantee that these links will work all of the time and we have no control over the availability of the
linked pages.

Your questions and comments are welcome. Contact information and email:
enviro.statistics@defra.gsi.gov.uk
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