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Key Facts about: Inland Water Quality and Use

Water leakage: 1992/3-2002/3

England and Wales

Megalitres (Ml) per day

 1998/9 1999/2000 2000/1 2001/2 2002/3

Distribution losses 2,618 2,431 2,365 2,527 2,628

Supply pipe losses 933 875 878 888 995

Total leakage 3,551 3,306 3,243 3,415 3,623

Targets are set each year for water companies in England and Wales to reduce leakage. In
2002/3, 3623 megalitres per day of water put into the supply in England and Wales was lost
through leakage, 29 per cent lower than in the peak year 1994/5 but higher than in any of the
four previous years.

'Distribution losses' includes all loses of drinkable water between the treatment works and the
highway boundary. 'Supply pipe losses' is leakage from customers' pipes between the highway
boundary and the customer's stop tap.

In Detail:

Water supply and use
Water abstractions and supply



Further Information:

Source:
Ofwat

Data Tables:

Download Chart Data: Microsoft Excel

Defra is not responsible for the contents or reliability of the linked web sites and does not necessarily
endorse the views expressed within them. Listing should not be taken as endorsement of any kind. We
cannot guarantee that these links will work all of the time and we have no control over the availability of the
linked pages.

Your questions and comments are welcome. Contact information and email:
enviro.statistics@defra.gsi.gov.uk
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