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Key Facts about: Inland Water Quality and Use

Water pollution incidents: 1993-2002

England and Wales

 1993 1999 2000 2001 2002

Category 1 incidents 331 90 77 118 82

Category 2 incidents 6768 863 758 860 784

Prosecutions 286 230 235 258 234

Category 1 and category 2 pollution incidents have the most serious impact on river water
quality, the other two categories are those that are relatively minor or have no impact.

In 2002 there were 866 category 1 and 2 incidents in England and Wales, 11 per cent less than in
2001 and 88 per cent less than in 1993. Agriculture, which has been the source of the largest
number of category 1 incidents in recent years had a drop of 66 per cent in the number of
category 1 incidents from 2001 to 2002.

The number of prosecutions for water pollution fell by 76 per cent between 1990 and 1997 but
has risen since to levels just below those in the early 90's and in 2002 was 17 per cent lower than
in 1990.

In Detail:



Pollution incidents

Further Information:

Source:
Environment Agency

Key Facts:
Category 1 and 2 pollution incidents

Data Tables:

Download Chart Data: Microsoft Excel

Internet Links:
For national and local information see:

England and Wales: Environment Agency - Pollution Incidents
Scotland: Scottish Environment Protection Agency – Water Pollution Incidents
Northern Ireland: Environment and Heritage Service – Water Pollution
Department of the Environment in Northern Ireland

Defra is not responsible for the contents or reliability of the linked web sites and does not necessarily
endorse the views expressed within them. Listing should not be taken as endorsement of any kind. We
cannot guarantee that these links will work all of the time and we have no control over the availability of the
linked pages.

Your questions and comments are welcome. Contact information and email:
enviro.statistics@defra.gsi.gov.uk
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