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River news

September 2025

> 12 September 2025: Wild, scenic, and toxic: Heavy metals released by
thawing permafrost are turning some of "the most remote and protected
watersheds in North America" orange with dangerous levels of metals,
according to a new study reported in PNAS this week, rendering them too toxic
for aquatic life.

> 12 September 2025: Dumfries and Galloway community woodland plans
World Rivers Day celebration: Musicians, sound artists and storytellers will be
performing at Glaisters Bridge Community Woodland on September 28.

-> 12 September 2025: Volunteers cleared more than 11km of river in Tyne
catchment: The Tyne Rivers Trust team have been busy balsam busting... and
here's news of their amazing progress!

-> 12 September 2025: Swim the Tiber soon?: Rome's mayor hopes
swimmers will be splashing and paddling their way through the city's horribly
polluted river within five years.

> 12 September 2025: Busting giant hogweed with Teen Rivers Trust:
Celebrating the efforts of David and Ros Butler, now in their 70s, who've been
volunteering with their local rivers trust since 2012.

> 12 September 2025: Thawing permafrost turns Alaskan rivers orange:
Heavy metals released by thawing permafrost are turning rivers in Alaska's
Brooks Range orange with dangerous levels of metals, according to a new
study.

> 12 September 2025: Bristol storyteller Corinne Harragin celebrates ancient

river folklore: The Bristol-University-based storyteller has a new project, Storying
the Avon, which "dives deep into the ancient myth and folklore surrounding our
waterways, reconnecting people with their importance of our rivers and springs
at a time when they are experiencing severe environmental degradation".



https://www.bristol247.com/culture/theatre/bristol-storyteller-corinne-harragin-shares-new-spoken-word-piece-on-ancient-river-folklore/
https://www.bristol247.com/culture/theatre/bristol-storyteller-corinne-harragin-shares-new-spoken-word-piece-on-ancient-river-folklore/
https://www.discoverwildlife.com/environment/thawing-permafrost-turning-rivers-orange-alaska
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgrx8n0d4lo
https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/news/rome-river-tiber-simming-b2825343.html
https://www.hexham-courant.co.uk/news/25454071.volunteers-cleared-11km-river-tyne-catchment/
https://www.hexham-courant.co.uk/news/25454071.volunteers-cleared-11km-river-tyne-catchment/
hhttps://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/dumfries-galloway-community-woodland-plans-35881231
hhttps://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/dumfries-galloway-community-woodland-plans-35881231
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2425644122

> 11 September 2025: Country diary: Half a century of watching this river
change: Phil Griffiths reflects on his 49 years beside the River Wear.

> 11 September 2025: New chief for the Tyne Rivers Trust: Tyne Rivers Trust
has appointed Sophia Stovall as its new Chief Executive Officer, signalling a new
chapter for the charity as it looks ahead to the next decade of protecting and
celebrating the River Tyne.

> 11 September 2025: Are dirty rivers a gift to Reform? (£££): The Times
(paywalled) has an article arguing that dirty rivers play to the strengths of Nigel
Farage's Reform party.

> 11 September 2025: River Lim Action Group welcomes sewage upgrade:
BBC News reports that campaigners in Lyme Regis have applauded news of a
long-overdue upgrade to their local sewage system.

-> 10 September 2025: Reasons To Take Part in Dip a Day This October: Join
Surfers Against Sewage in preparing for your daily dip next month.

> 10 September 2025: Doncaster Celebrates Recovery of the Don: City of
Doncaster Council is celebrating the news that wild-born Atlantic salmon have
been found in the River Don for the first time in over 200 years.

> 10 September 2025: Huge project to map England's longest river will
inspire new vision for all: The Wildlife Trusts and their partners have just
announced a new 18-month project to map and analyse the economic,
environmental and societal benefits of restoring nature along the Trent,
England's longest river from source to sea. The opportunities for nature-based
solutions along its 223.5 miles will be examined allowing the partners to create
a transformational vision for the Trent's future, and a blueprint for restoring all
rivers in England for the first time.

> 10 September 2025: Water voles return to the River Wey... again!: More on
that story from a couple of weeks ago, and a cute video to go with it from the
National Trust.

> 8 September 2025: More homes protected from floods... or are they?:
Another misleading press release from the Environment Agency today brags
that "In the last winter storm period... around 167,000 properties were protected
from flooding". But let's not forget a recent guardian analysis showing "more
than 100,000 homes in England could soon be built in highest-risk flood zones"
in the government's not-entirely-joined-up push for new housebuilding.

> 8 September 2025: All set for the biggest river race event in Europe: With
nearly 300 crews rowing more than 21 miles of the Thames, the 2025 Great River
Race on 20 September is set to be the biggest event of its kind in Europe.



https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/news/2025/09/all-set-biggest-river-race-event-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/feb/08/more-than-100000-homes-in-england-could-be-built-in-highest-risk-flood-zones
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/homes-to-be-better-protected-from-floods-this-winter-as-taskforce-boosts-nations-resilience
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/c930735v6reo
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/huge-project-map-englands-longest-river-will-inspire-new-vision-all
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/huge-project-map-englands-longest-river-will-inspire-new-vision-all
https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/River-Don-Recovery-Atlantic-Salmon
https://www.sas.org.uk/updates/%F0%9F%8C%8A-take-part-in-dip-a-day-this-october/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3dr5e3d2yjo
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/environment/article/failure-clean-rivers-pushes-voters-nigel-farage-reform-7jkd5lt90
https://www.watermagazine.co.uk/2025/09/11/sophia-stovall-appointed-chief-executive-of-tyne-rivers-trust-at-pivotal-20-year-milestone/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/12/country-diary-half-a-century-of-watching-this-river-change
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/12/country-diary-half-a-century-of-watching-this-river-change
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London's river marathon covers 21.6 miles from Millwall in the east to Richmond
in the west, travelling under all the landmark bridges of the capital, including
Hammersmith.

> 5 September 2025: Twenty-five years of the Water Framework Directive:
Yes, it seems like only yesterday that we were looking forward to the
introduction of the WFD, Europe's comprehensive freshwater legislation. With
only 39.5% of surface waters in good ecological condition, the European Rivers
Network reports that there's still a long way to go.

> 5 September 2025: Releasing sewage onto beaches and into rivers
'threatens Gwynedd's economy': Wales Online considers powerful economic
arguments for stopping sewage discharges. Environment Agency data shows
there were 118,276 discharges in Wales in 2024 alone.

> 1 September 2025: Why don't Britains collect more rainwater?: Bill
McGuire contrasts rain collecting in Britain and Germany... and asks why we're
so poor at doing something so obviously helpful

More news from earlier in 2025 on our website...

Jobs and other opportunities

The closing dates for jobs are in brackets.

Jobs

= River Chelmer Projects Manager: Essex and Suffolk Rivers Trust (5

October 2025)

Rivers Project Officer: Groundwork South (2 October 2025)

Evenlode Catchment Partnership Project Manager: Wild Oxfordshire: (30

September 2025)

Legal Coordinator: River Action (30 September 2025)

Lawyer: WildFish (30 September 2025)

Development Ranger (Rivers Run Through Us): Devon County Council (25

September 2025)

Finance Director: The Rivers Trust (24 September 2025)

Senior Woodland Officer: Ribble Rivers Trust (22 September 2025)

Project Officer/Senior Project Officer: South East Rivers Trust (21

September 2025)

= Project Officer: South Yorkshire: Waterlife Recovery Trust: (19 September
2025)

= Part-time Project Officer: South Wales Waterlife Recovery Trust (19
September 2025)
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https://www.waterliferecoverytrust.org.uk/wrt-opportunities/
https://www.waterliferecoverytrust.org.uk/wrt-opportunities/
https://www.southeastriverstrust.org/job-opportunities/
https://ribbletrust.org.uk/job-vacancies/
https://careers.theriverstrust.org/jobs/6335784-finance-director
https://www.devonjobs.gov.uk/job/Development%20Ranger%20(Rivers%20Run%20Through%20Us)-21/
https://environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/107360-lawyer
https://www.charityjob.co.uk/jobs/river-action-uk/legal-coordinator/1036679
https://evenlodecatchment.org.uk/news/we-are-recruiting-an-ecp-project-manager/
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/jobs/rivers-project-officer/
https://www.essexsuffolkriverstrust.org/recruitment
https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/water-shortage-collecting-rain-germany-3874327
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/releasing-sewage-onto-beaches-rivers-32458878
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/releasing-sewage-onto-beaches-rivers-32458878
https://www.ern.org/en/directive-cadre-europeenne-sur-leau-un-outil-moderne-et-puissant-pour-garantir-des-eaux-propres-saines-et-vivantes/
https://www.ukrivers.net/news.html

=» Technical Advisor - Transform Bottom Trawling Coalition: Blue Ventures
(16 September 2025)

= Volunteer and Citizen Science Coordinator: Western Sussex Rivers Trust
(15 September 2025)

= Policy and Advocacy Manager: River Action (15 September 2025)

= Knowledge and Evidence Officer — Riverwoods project: Scottish Wildlife
Trust (14 September 2025)

= Campaigns and Policy Coordinator: Surfers Against Sewage (14
September 2025)

River of the week

The River Lim, which will soon be carrying cleaner water to the beach and sea at Lyme Regis,
Dorset. © Copyright DS Pugh, originally published on Geograph and licensed for reuse under a
Creative Commons (CC BY-SA 2.0) Licence.

*** Help us grow - please forward to your friends! ***

Our weekly newsletter is available by email, RSS feed, or download from our website
(in HTML and PDF formats).

Find out more at https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html

Please send your news, events, press releases, campaign alerts, job posts, and anything else
you'd like us to circulate to hello@ukrivers.net

UK Rivers Network newsletters are published under a Creative Commons (CC-BY-SA 4.0)
Licence, which means they're free to copy, distribute, and remix as you see fit, with credit.



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/1469
https://www.sas.org.uk/about-us/job-opportunities/
https://www.networxrecruitment.com/Jobs/Advert/3938841
https://www.networxrecruitment.com/Jobs/Advert/3938841
https://environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/107229-policy-and-advocacy-manager
https://wsrt.org.uk/get-involved/join-the-team
https://careers.blueventures.org/jobs/6322447-technical-advisor-transform-bottom-trawling-coalition?promotion=1594315-trackable-share-link-charityjob
mailto:hello@ukrivers.net
https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1957884
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