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UK Rivers Network: Weekly News Update –29/9/25 

River news

September 2025
➔ 27 September 2025: Where your water bill actually goes — as water 

companies pay billions in dividends: Another revealing piece from Lucy 
Heath and the i's Save Our Rivers campaign: "Over a quarter of the 
average water bill in England is being spent on [water company] debt 
and dividends".

➔ 26 September 2025: New festival celebrates the River Tweed: A look at 
October's exciting new Tweed River Festival, where it will be held over the
next three years, and why.

➔ 26 September 2025: Bristol river pollution revealed in the RiverBlitz: This 
year's RiverBlitz campaign, by the Bristol Avon Rivers Trust, reveals 
concerning pollution levels in the River Frome at Downend and Frenchay.

➔ 26 September 2025: Dam Removal Day is on 8 October 2025!: More 
correctly "river unblocking day", this event celebrates efforts to free rivers 
from dams of all shapes and sizes (even very tiny ones). Dam Removal 
Europe, organizing the event, consists of WWF, The Rivers Trust, The 
Nature Conservancy, the European Rivers Network, Rewilding Europe, 
and Wetlands International.

➔ 26 September 2025: Otters spotted on the Cam: After all the bleak news 
from Cambridge recently, a chance to get involved in putting things 
right... and a timely sighting of an otter at Logan’s Meadow Local Nature 
Reserve.

➔ 26 September 2025: Why rivers are crucial to the Amazon's tipping point: 
The Amazon's tipping-point transition from rainforest to savanna will have
much to do with atmospheric "flying rivers", according to Monitoring of 
the Andes Amazon Project (MAAP).

https://news.mongabay.com/2025/09/the-fate-of-flying-rivers-could-decide-amazon-tipping-point-report-says/
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/news/2025/09/26/otter-spotted-at-nature-reserve-as-council-marks-world-rivers-day-with-call-for-volunteers
https://damremoval.eu/dam-removal-day/
https://downendvoice.co.uk/2025/09/26/river-pollution-revealed/
https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/the-scottish-river-set-to-be-celebrated-by-new-festival-to-encourage-deeper-relationships-with-locals-5333203
https://inews.co.uk/news/where-water-bill-actually-goes-water-companies-pay-billions-dividends-3942672
https://inews.co.uk/news/where-water-bill-actually-goes-water-companies-pay-billions-dividends-3942672
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➔ 26 September 2025: Rivers at Risk: a call to protect national park 
freshwaters: A timely report led by the Campaign for National Parks in 
partnership with the Rivers Trust underlines why we need to protect the 
best remaining freshwaters, says Freshwater Habitats Trust Technical 
Director Dr Naomi Ewald.

➔ 26 September 2025: Wildlife Trusts: New report shows UK nature bearing 
brunt of chaotic climate: The Wildlife Trusts publish their new assessment
of the effects of climate change on nature across the UK. The report, 
Resilient Nature, shows how much-loved species and habitats are faring 
across The Wildlife Trusts' 2,600 nature reserves in response to the 
changing climate and extreme weather over the past year.

➔ 25 September 2025: Rivers are heating up faster than the air: that's a 
problem for aquatic life and people: Li Li, Professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering at Penn State University, explains why 
climate change is heating freshwaters faster than the air: "Riverine heat 
waves – periods of abnormally high water temperatures in rivers – are 
becoming more common, more intense and longer-lasting than they 
were 40 years ago. Their frequency, intensity and duration are also 
increasing at rates more than twice as fast as heat waves in the 
atmosphere".

➔ 25 September 2025: Wales water summit drives solutions: This week, the 
Welsh Deputy First Minister will outline how government, farmers, water 
companies and environmental groups must work together to clean up 
Wales' rivers and coastal waters.

➔ 24 September 2025: Shaping a water resilient world, with water security 
for all: The UN's Inger Andersen reminds us why a focus on the world's 
water resources is more timely than ever.

➔ 24 September 2025: Is the Vistula drying up? It's more complicated than 
that...: Over in Poland, the Vistula isn't drying up, but does face complex, 
interconnected environmental threats.

➔ 24 September 2025: New mural celebrates Sheffield rivers: A "Rivers and 
Hills" mural in Sheffield celebrates the city's five rivers and hilly landscape.

➔ 24 September 2025: River Skerne disappears under mysterious "snow" 
foam: A mystery pollution incident in Darlington is under investigation by 
the Environment Agency this week.

➔ 24 September 2025: Norfolk Broads rivers drowning in sewage, new 
report warns: Over 90% of rivers in the Norfolk Broads are in failing health,
according to the CNP report released a couple of weeks ago.

https://eastangliabylines.co.uk/environment/norfolk-broads-rivers-drowning-in-sewage-new-report-warns/
https://eastangliabylines.co.uk/environment/norfolk-broads-rivers-drowning-in-sewage-new-report-warns/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpd96gv918vo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpd96gv918vo
https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2025/09/24/sheffield-mural-celebrates-citys-rivers-and-hills
https://notesfrompoland.com/2025/09/24/no-polands-vistula-river-isnt-drying-up-but-it-does-face-mounting-environmental-threats/
https://notesfrompoland.com/2025/09/24/no-polands-vistula-river-isnt-drying-up-but-it-does-face-mounting-environmental-threats/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/speech/hydrological-cycle-binds-us-all
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/speech/hydrological-cycle-binds-us-all
https://www.gov.wales/water-summit-drive-collaborative-river-solutions
https://theconversation.com/rivers-are-heating-up-faster-than-the-air-thats-a-problem-for-aquatic-life-and-people-263718
https://theconversation.com/rivers-are-heating-up-faster-than-the-air-thats-a-problem-for-aquatic-life-and-people-263718
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/new-report-shows-uk-nature-bearing-brunt-chaotic-climate
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/new-report-shows-uk-nature-bearing-brunt-chaotic-climate
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/news/rivers-at-risk-a-call-to-protect-national-park-freshwaters/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/news/rivers-at-risk-a-call-to-protect-national-park-freshwaters/
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➔ 23 September 2025: Labour wants to save water to build homes to waste 
water: Lack of joined-up sustainability has been a hallmark of the Labour 
government's "environmental policies" form the start; and there's no real 
mention of the urgent necessity to use water wisely in the long term in 
the latest news release from Environment Secretary Emma Reynolds.

➔ 23 September 2025: Greenpeace celebrates Global Ocean Treaty: The 
world's new ocean law is a big win; Greenpeace's Ariana Densham 
explains why this victory for 15 years of campaigning really matters.

➔ 21 September 2025: Water voles are back in the River Lea: Herts and 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust have returned 100 water voles to the Upper River 
Lea, Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire this week.

➔ 21 September 2025: Assembly: London needs target for swimmable rivers:
Plans to make rivers clean enough for wild swimming need clear targets, 
say the Environment Committee of the London Assembly.

➔ 20 September 2025: Learning from Sarawak's SAVE Rivers: Friends of the 
Earth has an enlightening guest essay from Celine Lim, managing 
director of SAVE Rivers, who explains how indigenous peoples are 
protecting their land and our planet.

➔ More news from earlier in 2025 on our website...  

Jobs and other opportunities
The closing dates for jobs are in brackets.

Jobs
➔ Senior Project Officer - Urban Water Quality: Ouse and Adur Rivers Trust   

(15 October 2025) 
➔ Exe Catchment Fisheries Officer: Westcountry Rivers Trust   (12 October 

2025) 
➔ Junior Catchment Restoration Officers x3: Severn Rivers Trust   (12 October 

2025) 
➔ Environment and Farming Advisor: Trent Rivers Trust   (8 October 2025) 
➔ River Chelmer Projects Manager: Essex and Suffolk Rivers Trust   (5 

October 2025) 
➔ Deputy Director of Communications: The Rivers Trust   (6 October 2025) 
➔ Rivers Project Officer: Groundwork South   (2 October 2025) 
➔ Evenlode Catchment Partnership Project Manager: Wild Oxfordshire:   (30 

September 2025) 
➔ Legal Coordinator: River Action   (30 September 2025) 

https://www.charityjob.co.uk/jobs/river-action-uk/legal-coordinator/1036679
https://evenlodecatchment.org.uk/news/we-are-recruiting-an-ecp-project-manager/
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/jobs/rivers-project-officer/
https://careers.theriverstrust.org/jobs/6466857-deputy-director-of-communications?promotion=1638723-trackable-share-link-environment-job
https://www.essexsuffolkriverstrust.org/recruitment
https://www.trentriverstrust.org/were-hiring-an-environment-and-farming-advisor/
https://www.severnriverstrust.com/careers/
https://hr.breathehr.com/recruitment/vacancies/43097?identifier=westcountryriverstrust
https://environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/107491-senior-project-officer-urban-water-quality
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/nature/people-defending-our-environment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cly66nlz0gmo
https://www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk/news/water-voles-return
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/a-landmark-victory-for-our-oceans-the-global-ocean-treaty-comes-to-life/s
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/water-saving-plans-to-reduce-bills-and-unblock-new-homes
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/water-saving-plans-to-reduce-bills-and-unblock-new-homes
https://www.ukrivers.net/news.html
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➔ Lawyer: WildFish   (30 September 2025) 
➔ Learning and Engagement Manager: South East Rivers Trust   (28 

September 2025) 
➔ Development Ranger (Rivers Run Through Us): Devon County Council   (25 

September 2025) 
➔ Finance Director: The Rivers Trust   (24 September 2025) 

River of the week

River Skerne, Darlington: Currently the subject of a pollution investigation; this is how it 
normally... looks in its unpolluted state. © Copyright Mick Garratt, originally published on 
Geograph and licensed for reuse under a Creative Commons (CC BY-SA 2.0) Licence.

*** Help us grow – please forward to your friends! ***

Our weekly newsletter is available by email, RSS feed, or download from our website 
(in HTML and PDF formats). 

Find out more at https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html

Please send your news, events, press releases, campaign alerts, job posts, and anything else 
you’d like us to circulate to hello@ukrivers.net
UK Rivers Network newsletters are published under a Creative Commons (CC-BY-SA 4.0) 
Licence, which means they’re free to copy, distribute, and remix as you see fit, with credit.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1138512
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/343
https://careers.theriverstrust.org/jobs/6335784-finance-director
https://www.devonjobs.gov.uk/job/Development%20Ranger%20(Rivers%20Run%20Through%20Us)-21/
https://www.southeastriverstrust.org/jobs/engagement-learning-manager/
https://environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/107360-lawyer
mailto:hello@ukrivers.net
https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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