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= 18 December 2025: Teamwork secures milestone in Hamypshire River Test
restoration: Miles of chalk stream habitat in and around the Test in
Hampshire have been improved in one of the UK's most substantial river
restoration schemes, overseen by Wessex Rivers Trust.

= 18 December 2025: Marine Conservation Society: year in review: This year
has been one of milestones for the Marine Conservation Society. Here's
their round-up of recent Westminster wins, including the Water (Special
Measures) Act.

= 17 December 2025: Don Catchment: Best moments of 2025: The Don
Catchment Rivers Trust (DCRT) offers a choice selection of memorable
moments from the past year.

= 17 December 2025: Why sewage can be a distraction: River Action
launches new strateqgy: Despite popular claims that sewage is the leading
cause of the UK river’s poor health, agriculture is the biggest culprit,
affecting 45% of water bodies. This is the starting point for River Action's
new Water Pollution Strategy, which focuses attention more firmly on
agricultural impacts.

= 17 December 2025: The Riverfly Partnership: a year of collaboration,
conferences, and citizen science: 2025 has been another fantastic and
busy year for the Riverfly Partnership: "We've seen the volunteer network
grow, reaching new geographical locations with new groups coming
aboard from the rivers of Cornwall to the west coast of Wales, over to the
Northern Ireland and all the way up to the Highlands of Scotland. Our
geographical reach is larger than ever with over 700 rivers now being
monitored by our 2000+ volunteers".

= 17 December 2025: Environment Agency signs 'death warrant' for river
Wye say campaigners: Campaigners for the Wye are accusing the
Environment Agency of doing too little to save their river. Voice of the
River Wye's Louise Bodnar, said: "This is a death warrant for the Wye, it's



https://www.herefordtimes.com/news/25703588.agency-signs-death-warrant-river-wye-say-campaigners/
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sickening that those with the power to help the river choose not to. For
the many farmers who want to improve the river this is a crushing blow. It
describes how everything currently available in stewardship schemes
won't be enough for the river to recover, but offers no support to do
more".

16 December 2025: Another worrying "report card" from the warming
Arctic: The Arctic is transforming faster and with more far-reaching
conseguences than scientists expected just 20 years ago, when the first
Arctic Report Card assessed the state of Earth's far northern environment.
The snow season is dramatically shorter today, sea ice is thinning and
melting earlier, and wildfire seasons are getting worse. Increasing ocean
heat is reshaping ecosystems as non-Arctic marine species move
northward. Thawing permafrost is releasing iron and other minerals into
rivers, which degrades drinking water. And extreme storms fueled by
warming seas are putting communities at risk.

16 December 2025: Why we need to treat freshwaters as a network: It's
time to stop thinking about waterbodies in isolation and start focusing on
whole freshwater landscapes, says Freshwater Habitats Trust CEO Jeremy
Biggs: "When we talk about freshwater conservation, it's natural to
picture a healthy river, a pristine pond, or a thriving wetland. That's
exactly how most people have traditionally approached protecting
freshwater life — focusing on single habitats as if they exist in isolation. But
wildlife doesn’t see the world that way. If we're serious about reversing
the decline in freshwater biodiversity, we need to fundamentally change
how we think about — and protect — our freshwater environment".

16 December 2025: First water voles spotted in River Thames in decades:
Volunteers from the River Thame Conservation Trust (RTCT) have
recorded vole activity on the River Thame near Chearsley,
Buckinghamshire, and on Chalgrove Brook in Stadhampton, Oxfordshire.

16 December 2025: Plastic alert in the River Irwell: Bio beads, likely from a
sewage works in Manchester, have prompted a pollution investigation by
the Environment Agency.

16 December 2025: Past and future change in global river flows: A detailed
review in the scientific journal Nature, from Lukas Gudmundsson and
colleagues, summarizes the current understanding of past and projected
changes in global river flow, focusing on annual volumes, seasonal
dynamics and sudden changes.

15 December 2025: Biodegradable wet wipes? Not so much!: Scientists
have tested, for the first time, how biodegradable wet wipes break down



https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/news/view/2989315-biodegradable-wet-wipes-remain-in-rivers-for-more-than-five-weeks
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43017-025-00745-z
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp895kxerwdo
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https://theconversation.com/from-record-warming-to-rusting-rivers-2025-arctic-report-card-shows-a-region-transforming-faster-than-expected-271572
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3

when flushed rather than composted discovering that most wipes remain
after five weeks — a finding the research team say challenges the
marketing of these products.

15 December 2025: Tenbury pupils help restore rivers and create greener
school grounds: Schoolchildren across Tenbury Wells are playing a central
part in @ major effort to restore rivers, improve habitats and strengthen
climate resilience in the Kyre Brook area. Supported by the David and
Christine Lloyd-Jones Foundation, Severn Rivers Trust is delivering a long-
term programme that brings together river restoration, nature-based
solutions and hands-on community involvement. Local schools sit at the
heart of this work, with pupils helping to create greener school grounds
while learning how healthy rivers support both wildlife and people.

13 December 2025: Your new fake lawn is making flooding worse... but
there is a £30 solution: The | calls out garden pavers and suggests we can
all make a difference to floods and droughts by investing in a cheap and
simple water butt.

13 December 2025: Salmon seen spawning after river restoration: Great
news from the North, where West Cumbria Rivers Trust have new
evidence of salmon migration.

12 December 2025: Paddle UK backs Sport England over proposed
planning policies: Paddle UK is backing a campaign to prevent Sport
England being stripped of its role in national planning policy.
Campaigners say thousands of playing fields and facilities could
potentially be lost to housing if the proposals go ahead. The Sport and
Recreation Alliance's Protect Where We Play campaign shows that
playing fields and pitches deliver at least £2bn in improved wellbeing
every year and help 4 million people to be active, including one million
children.

12 December 2025: Why are the Rhee and Cam so murky?: Cam Valley
Forum's (CVF) Mike Foley presented a talk on river turbidity and its most
probable causes in Cambridge recently; here's a write-up of his analysis
and the slides that go with it.

6 December 2025: Monitoring the ecological status of the River Worth
with electrofishing: River Worth Friends and the Aire Rivers Trust have
been monitoring the ecological status of the Worth for a number of years,
using electrofishing (to count the actual number and species of fish) and
riverfly monitoring (to count the number of invertebrates living in the
river, on which the fish feed). In this blog post, they explain how
electrofishing works and how they analyse their results.
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= 5 December 2025: River Education Flows to Tyne Schools: Tyne Rivers

Trust shares the success of their recent educational outreach, bringing
the Tyne catchment area to life for local students. Their recent activities
have been a fantastic blend of interactive learning, artistic expression, and
local history.

11 November 2025: The future of Scotland;s seas depends on fair and
effective marine planning: Scotland's marine environment, in all its
diversity, is used by everything from fishing to energy to recreation.
Offshore wind, though not exactly new, is using larger areas of sea, and is
set to expand further. Due to increasing pressures, the way that
Scotland's marine environment and these sectors interact needs to be
managed. Deciding "what happens where" is the role of the National
Marine Plan, which is the marine equivalent of Scotland's National
Planning Framework. But though Scotland’s National Marine Plan has
been in place since 2015, it has largely not been followed, and the health
of its seas has suffered as a result.

Jobs and other opportunities

The closing dates for jobs are in brackets.

Jobs

Evidence Project Officer: Thames21 (26 January 2026)

Riverfly Partnership - Senior Development Manager (18 January 2026)

Communication and Engagement Lead: Findhorn, Nairn and Lossie

Rivers Trust (14 January 2026)

Project Managers: Welsh Dee Trust (12 January 2026)

Rivers Project Officer: Great Ouse Rivers Trust (9 January 2026)

Social Media Administrator: WildFish (7 January 2026)

Communications Assistant, Media and Events: The Rivers Trust (6 January
20206)
Catchment Coordinator: Western Sussex Rivers Trust (6 January 2026)

Species Recovery Officer: London Wildlife Trust (5 January 2026)

Field Officer - Solent Seascape: RSPB (4 January 2026)

Catchment Partnerships Programme Manager: Thames?21 (26 January

2020)
Head of Consultancy: Forth Rivers Trust (31 December 2025)

Trustees and other voluntary posts

Trustee: Eden Rivers Trust (12 January 2026)

Trustee: Lune Rivers Trust (31 December 2025)



https://luneriverstrust.org.uk/new-trustee-position/
https://edenriverstrust.org.uk/vacancies/trustee/
https://environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/108224-head-of-consultancy
https://www.thames21.org.uk/vacancies/
https://environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/108290-field-officer-solent-seascape
https://careers.wildlondon.org.uk/job/5daf68d5-25c6-4b28-b303-1b1b861ab514
https://wsrt.org.uk/get-involved/join-the-team
https://careers.theriverstrust.org/jobs/6916251-communications-assistant-media-events
https://wildfish.org/contact/
https://www.greatouseriverstrust.org/work-for-us/rivers-project-officer
https://www.welshdeetrust.com/
https://www.fnlrt.org.uk/vacancy-communications-engagement-lead/
https://www.fnlrt.org.uk/vacancy-communications-engagement-lead/
https://environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/108434-riverfly-partnership-senior-development-manager
https://www.thames21.org.uk/vacancies/
https://www.openseas.org.uk/news/fair-and-effective-marine-planning/
https://www.openseas.org.uk/news/fair-and-effective-marine-planning/
https://www.tyneriverstrust.org/river-education-flows-to-tyne-schools/

River of the week

Chalgrove Brook, near Chalgrove, Oxfordshire — where water voles have recently been spotted
by members of the River Thame Conservation Trust (RTCT). Photo by Shaun Ferguson originally
published on Geograph under a Creative Commons (CC-BY-2.0) licence.

*** Help us grow - please forward to your friends! ***

Our weekly newsletter is available by email, RSS feed, or download from our website
(in HTML and PDF formats).
Find out more at https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html

Please send your news, events, press releases, campaign alerts, job posts, and anything else
you'd like us to circulate to hello@ukrivers.net.

UK Rivers Network newsletters are published under a Creative Commons (CC-BY-SA 4.0)
Licence, which means they're free to copy, distribute, and remix as you see fit, with credit.



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1011714
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/14760
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
mailto:hello@ukrivers.net
https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html

	UK Rivers Network: Weekly News Update –22/12/25
	December 2025
	Jobs and other opportunities
	Jobs
	Trustees and other voluntary posts

	River of the week


