UK Rivers Network

UK Rivers Network: Weekly News Update -26/1/26

January 2026

The Water White Paper is announced—and the NGOs have responded!

= 20 January 2026: Government unveils biggest overhaul to water in a
generation: Here's the official press release in which the Government
unveils its proposed Water Reform White Paper promising "once-in-a-
generation reforms for our water system -- tough oversight, real
accountability, and no more excuses." But responses from environmental
NGOs (a few of them listed below) have been notably lukewarm.

= 20 January 2026: Surfers Against Sewage: Government Vision for Water
Announced: "Despite presenting the Government with the opportunity of
a generation, with the public backing to make significant reforms to the
water sector — their plan has fallen rather flat... The 50 page planisa
vague skirting of the issue, making broad brush statements which lock us
into the same old profit driven pollution machine."

=» 20 January 2026: Marine Conservation Society: The UK Government's new
vision for water: "The UK Government has published its Water White
Paper, which sets out their proposals for future legislation for the water
industry and wider water system in England. But dive a little deeper, and
too many of these commitments have been made before, falling short of
the bold action that is desperately needed to protect our seas."

= 20 January 2026: Paddle UK: Response to the Water Reform White Paper:
"The new Water Reform White Paper ‘A New Vision for Water', sets out
powers to provide 'tougher' oversight and 'stronger' accountability for
water firms, but we believe it is a missed opportunity to strengthen
protections for recreational users... while the Independent Water
Commission report recognised the importance of public health, the
government's White Paper today seems to give very little detail about
what action it intends to take.."

= 20 January 2026: River Action: The Government's Water White Paper: The
Good, the Bad and the Ugly: "The White Paper still treats the profit-driven
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model as the default and focuses on constraining its worst excesses... We
need a government that is bold in ambition and willing to implement
reforms fast enough to deliver the measurable improvements needed to
fulfil its election promise to clean up our rivers, lakes and seas."

= 20 January 2026: The Rivers Trust: Welcome signals, worrying gaps, and
vital work still to do: "There are positive aspirations in this paper, but it is
short on detail, has some significant omissions and presents an apparent
lack of urgency that risks undermining the transformation our water
environment so desperately needs now... The risk is that reform stalls
behind vague commitments and slow timetables. The opportunity is that,
because so much detail is still missing, there remains space to influence
the design of a system that can genuinely deliver cleaner, more resilient
rivers. That opportunity must be seized now. We need these reforms to
succeed, but to succeed the government must be prepared to go further
—much further."

= 20 January 2026: Freshwater Habitats Trust: A critical moment for
freshwater: our response to the Water White Paper: "Ignoring small
waters has left a blind spot at the heart of water policy. Today's
commitment by Government to optimise monitoring to 'improve our
ability to assess the condition of the whole water environment' could
mend this gap in our understanding of freshwaters. This could create a
much-needed driver for the management of small waters, unlocking
their potential to power freshwater biodiversity recovery."

= 20 January 2026: The I: Water firms will be forced to pass 'MOTSs' to stop
sewage spills and supply cuts: Water companies will be forced to undergo
"MQOTs" to proactively prevent sewage spills and water shortages under a
new beefed up regulator, reports Lucie Health in The I.

=>» 18 January 2026: The |: Water bosses face being fined from their own
pockets for leaks and sewage spills: Environment Secretary Emma
Reynolds claims water bosses will "have nowhere to hide" under the new
water-monitoring regime that "will make senior leaders more
accountable for their actions".

Other news...

= 22 January 2026: What happens when the taps run dry? England is about
to find out: Aditya Chakrabortty, writing in The Guardian, looks at the
water-short future scheduled to arrive sooner than we might think.

= 22 January 2026: More than eight miles of the River Dulais is unlocked for
fish: Natural Resources Wales's (NRW) Four Rivers for LIFE project has



https://www.watermagazine.co.uk/2026/01/22/more-than-eight-miles-of-the-river-dulais-is-unlocked-for-fish/
https://www.watermagazine.co.uk/2026/01/22/more-than-eight-miles-of-the-river-dulais-is-unlocked-for-fish/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/jan/22/what-happens-england-water-run-out-drought-tunbridge-wells
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/jan/22/what-happens-england-water-run-out-drought-tunbridge-wells
https://inews.co.uk/news/water-bosses-face-fined-leaks-sewage-spills-4176197
https://inews.co.uk/news/water-bosses-face-fined-leaks-sewage-spills-4176197
https://inews.co.uk/news/water-firms-forced-pass-mots-stop-sewage-spills-4179465
https://inews.co.uk/news/water-firms-forced-pass-mots-stop-sewage-spills-4179465
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/news/our-response-to-the-water-white-paper/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/news/our-response-to-the-water-white-paper/
https://theriverstrust.org/about-us/news/water-white-paper-analysis
https://theriverstrust.org/about-us/news/water-white-paper-analysis

2>

2>

2>

completed an additional fish pass on the Llanwrda Dulais, an important
salmon and trout spawning tributary of the River Tywi. This is the third
fish pass improvement scheme to be installed on this stretch of river,
meaning more than eight miles will now be accessible for migratory fish.

22 January 2026: On a wild, misty river | learned | have the strength for
almost anything: Stephanie Wood describes how a later-life white-water
rafting trip in Tasmania changed her outlook on life.

20 January 2026: Millionsin water companyfinesto power local-

led restoration: The government claims it's reinvesting £29 million from
water company fines into local projects which clean up our environment,
funding over 100 projects which will improve 450km of rivers, restore 650
acres of natural habitats and plant 100,000 new trees.

20 January 2026: Worldview: This Is Why Our Rivers Are Turning Into
Sewers: It's not just Britain wrestling with polluted rivers, of course. In an
article from this week's New York Times Michael Grunwald considers how
industrial farming is wrecking some of America's most beloved
waterways.

20 January 2026: Wales welcomes long-awaited Seabird Conservation
Strateqy: Following a seven-year long camypaign, the Seabird
Conservation Strategy for Wales, published by the Welsh Government this
week, could be a critical lifeline for Wales' seabirds.

19 January 2026: Thames river health is looking up!: Decades of dedication
have contributed to the River Thames enjoying a new lease of life, a
report from London Zoological Society (ZSL) has found. In the 1950s, the
Thames was declared "biologically dead" due to industries disposing of
chemicals, heavy metals, oils and dyes into the water. Since then,
continued action and policy have seen the return of beloved species such
as harbour porpoises and wading birds.

18 January 2026: A buzz of hope: will you help the River Tweed's amazing
pollinators?: In the face of growing threats to wildlife along the River
Tweed from habitat loss, fragmentation, climate change and chemicals,
Buglife is calling on people to do their bit by creating pollinator-friendly
habitats and adding these to the local B-Lines network. Every piece of
land can help, no matter the size--from balcony herb garden or sprawling
meadows.

15 January 2026: Successful community event held by River Sid Group:
The River Sid Catchment Group (RSCG) held a successful community
consultation event last week, when more than 60 people packed into
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Kennaway House for New Year's Riverlutions, a presentation about the
River Sid Catchment Plan This plan aims to improve the Sid for nature,
including access for migrating fish such as Atlantic salmon, sea trout, and
European eels.

10 January 2026: Corby "Toxic Town" parents find metal pollution in water:
Families involved in the toxic waste scandal in Corby have used "citizen
science" techniques to test waterways in the town and found the
presence of metals "that could pose a risk to aquatic life".

9 January 2026: Alarming news from the warming oceans: The world's
oceans absorbed more heat in 2025 than in any year since modern
records began, according to a major international analysis published in
Advances in Atmospheric Sciences.

9 January 2026: Afonydd Cymru: Manifesto For Welsh Rivers: The Welsh
river trusts offer some pointers for politicians in advance of the 2026
Senedd election.

9 January 2026: Canal and River Trust launches appeal to fix Langollen
breach: A fundraising appeal has been launched to pay for repairs to a
canal which suffered a serious breach just before Christmas. The Canal
and River Trust charity said it would cost millions of pounds to fix the
damage to the Llangollen Canal and the work could take a large part of
the year.

Jobs and other opportunities

The closing dates for jobs are in brackets.

Jobs

Senior River Engagement Officer - Lead Inspiring Programmes for People
and Rivers: Severn Rivers Trust (1 March 2026)

Rivers Officer - Catchment Support: Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust (10
February 2026)

Community Engagement Trainee: Eden Rivers Trust (2 February 2026)
Programme Manager (Test & Itchen): Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust (1 February 2026)

Woodland Creation Officer: Ribble Rivers Trust (28 January 2026)
Evidence Project Officer: Thames21 (26 January 2026)

Catchment Partnerships Programme Manager: Thames?21 (26 January
2020)

Species Recovery Manager: The Freshwater Biological Association (22
January 2026)
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Trustees and other voluntary posts

* Trustees: Devon Wildlife Trust (22 February 2026)
* Trustee: Bristol Avon Rivers Trust (15 February 2026)
* Trustee: Avon Wildlife Trust (3 February 2026)

River of the week
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The River Sid, Sidmouth - In the news this week following a highly successful public meeting

held by the River Sid Catchment Group, which aims to improve the river for migrating fish such
as Atlantic salmon, sea trout, and European eels. Photo © by Derek Harper originally published
on Geograph under a Creative Commons (CC-BY-2.0) licence.

*** Help us grow - please forward to your friends! ***

Our weekly newsletter is available by email, RSS feed, or download from our website
(in HTML and PDF formats).

Find out more at https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html

Please send your news, events, press releases, campaign alerts, job posts, and anything else
you'd like us to circulate to hello@ukrivers.net.

UK Rivers Network newsletters are published under a Creative Commons (CC-BY-SA 4.0)
Licence, which means they're free to copy, distribute, and remix as you see fit, with credit.



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/5089
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2763113
https://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/jobs
https://bristolavonriverstrust.org/vacancies/
https://devonwildlifetrust.current-vacancies.com/Jobs/Advert/4055098
mailto:hello@ukrivers.net
https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/

	UK Rivers Network: Weekly News Update –26/1/26
	January 2026
	The Water White Paper is announced—and the NGOs have responded!
	Other news...

	Jobs and other opportunities
	Jobs
	Trustees and other voluntary posts

	River of the week


