UK Rivers Network

Weekly News Update -3/8/26

National Fishing Month is here again!: Rivers may be suffering in the heat,
but, that apart, it's the perfect time to try fishing for the first time or blow
the dust off your old rods in the annual, month-long celebration running
until the end of August.

August 2026

* 2 August 2026: 'We cannot magic up more water'. the supply problems
putting housing targets in England at risk : In The Guardian, Sandra
Laville explains "why crumbling infrastructure and lack of water are
jeopardising government's plans for new homes".

July 2026

e 31 July 2026: Ash Smith: It's Debatable. 14th September.: Well done to Ash
Smith of WASP for securing a parliamentary debate, on 14 September,
after his petition calling for a referendum to bring water into public
ownership reached 162,981 signatures.

* 31 July 2026: Thames Water boss says leakage targets 'not realistic": The
boss of Thames Water has claimed targets the company has been set
over things like leakages are "not realistic". Chris Weston said Thames
wanted "to do better" but said some of its targets were not achievable.

* 31 July 2026: Thames Unfiltered: A new podcast all about the River
Thames!: Lucy Tobin of The Standard has news of her new podcast: "From
the multi-billion-pound engineering marvels that fill up our water bottles,
to the issues at the heart of Thames Water that have arguably drained
funds - and attention - from the water itself. The podcast examines a
system that is fiercely alive but under massive pressure, dealing with
climate change, population growth, data centres and things we shouldn't
flush down the loo". Search for Thames Unfiltered wherever you get your
podcasts (or follow the link to listen via Apple Podcasts).
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* 31 July 2026: MPs and environmental leaders urge Government to
recognise small waters: Forty MPs from four political parties, led by Chris
Hinchliff MP, have joined Freshwater Habitats Trust, Wildlife and
Countryside Link and 15 other environmental organisations in calling on
the Government to recognise and protect ponds, headwater streams and
small lakes in upcoming water policy reforms.

* 30 July 2026: SAS: Help shape the future of Bathing Waters in Northern
Ireland: From Surfers Against Sewage: "The future of Northern Ireland's
bathing waters shouldn't be shaped solely by regulators and
policymakers. It should be informed by the people who use and love
these places every day. Whether you're a year-round sea swimmer,
occasional paddler, dedicated surfer or someone who simply cares about
clean water, your voice matters. Take a few minutes to complete the
DAERA consultation or the SAS survey - or both - and help ensure
Northern Ireland's waters are monitored, protected and managed for
everyone who enjoys them. More information on each action below".

* 30 July 2026: Severn Trent river drone helping to monitor health of
waterways: A new type of drone is being used to monitor Shropshire's
rivers, accessing hard-to-reach locations and gathering a clearer picture
of the health of waterways. The technology, called Surfbee, has been
developed in Australia, and Severn Trent Water is believed to be among
the first water firms in the UK to use it.

* 30 July 2026: British City Council formally recognises rights of the River
Avon: Bristol City Council has announced it will endorse a charter
recognising the River Avon's rights to health and vitality. The move is the
result of a long campaign that began with the efforts of the Conham
Bathing group, went viral with the release of the Rave on for the Avon
documentary, and has ultimately been driven forward by We Are Avon
with river wife Meg Avon, supported by UWE Bristol, at the helm.

* 30 July 2026: River Action: Millions face hosepipe bans while businesses
abstract trillions: A new analysis by River Action concludes that "asking
households to use less water won't solve the crisis. Millions of households
across England and Wales are being told not to water gardens, wash cars
or fill paddling pools with hosepipes, while golf courses, beverage
manufacturers and thousands of other commercial operators continue to
hold licences permitting the abstraction of more than 43 trillion litres of
water each year - enough to fill Lake Windermere more than 144 times".

* 30 July 2026: The Rivers Trust calls for fundamental rethink of water
management following drought declaration: The Rivers Trust has called
for a fundamental change in how water is managed across England’s
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landscapes following yesterday'’s declaration of drought across seven
regions of England by the Environment Agency. The environmental
charity said the latest drought, which follows a winter of persistent rainfall
and flooding, demonstrates the need to retain more water within
catchments rather than allowing it to flow rapidly from farmland and
rivers.

* 30 July 2026: Dr Sylvia Haslam (1934-2026): Cam Valley Forum has
published an obituary of the distinguished Cambridge river ecologist
Sylvia Haslam, known to many as the publisher of her nine wonderful
"River Friend" books and many more academic and popular publications.

* 30 July 2026: Exploring the Depths: What is electrofishing?: Electrofishing
is a technique widely used by scientists and fisheries managers to survey
rivers and assess the fish species present within them. What does it
involve? Charlotte Ireland investigates in a new blog post for Ribble Rivers
Trust.

* 30 July 2026: Rivers Trust: Drought and water scarcity affect the whole
river: Record-breaking heat and prolonged dry weather have left much of
England in drought, with water scarcity affecting areas across the UK and
Ireland. But what does this mean for our rivers and wildlife, and how can
we create healthier, more resilient rivers and landscapes in the face of a
changing climate?

* 30 July 2026: Scotland backs 44 nature projects with £9.2m fund: Millions
of pounds are being invested to tackle biodiversity loss and restore
natural habitats across Scotland. A total of 44 priority projects will share
£9.2 million from the Scottish Government’s Nature Restoration Fund,
managed by NatureScot. The funding will support long-term efforts to
halt nature loss, restore woodlands, rivers and other habitats, while
helping to build climate resilience and create greener landscapes.

* 30 July 2026: Mayor Khan dives into London's rivers: Will his plan sink or
swim?: Will the Mayor's new Plan and the millions pledged do what's
most needed to properly restore our rivers currently choked in concrete?
And what is the role of the truly local river action groups who were not
part of the Plan? Our friends at QWAG highlight some worrying concerns:
"In welcoming the Mayor's Plan we note that while he and his team
worked with 50 or so mostly larger organisations to devise the Plan, few if
any of London's truly local grassroots river action groups - like QWAG -
were involved in any way".

* 29 July 2026: Raw sewage is being dumped off the Isles of Scilly... and no
one will be prosecuted: In The |, Lucie Heath writes: "Untreated sewage
has been dumped into the ocean surrounding the Isles of Scilly in water
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that is home to some of the rarest and most diverse nature in Britain. The
archipelago has historically not been protected by the same
environmental rules as the rest of the UK, meaning authorities have been
pumping sewage directly into the sea without treatment".

* 29 July 2026: London rivers and waterways clean-up plan launched: A 10-
year plan to clean up some of London's rivers and waterways has been
announced by Sir Sadig Khan, who says they have suffered from "decades
of neglect and pollution". A total of £1.8bn has been pledged by water
companies, boroughs and charities, with London's mayor adding £2.7m
across three years, on top of £13.6m already promised.

* 29 July 2026: Drought, water shortages and crop failures: how does the
medieval warm period compare with today?: Alex Brown, Associate
Professor of Medieval History, Durham University explores parallels
between this year's warm weather and centuries past. What can we learn
from warmer climes in older times?

e 29 July 2026: EU: Law on nitrates pollution remains effective: A somewhat
partial and misleading press release from the EU landed on our desk this
week: "The European Commission today published the first
comprehensive evaluation of the Nitrates Directive since its adoption in
1991. Covering more than 30 years of implementation, the evaluation
shows that EU rules remain effective to protect Europe's waters from
agricultural nitrate pollution". Welcome progress indeed, but that's clearly
a very partial picture of the problem of farm pollution!

* 29 July 2026: Eden Rivers Trust appoints new boss: Harvey Hamilton-
Thorpe has just become head of the Eden Rivers Trust in the North West,
after eleven years with the Ribble Rivers Trust. Harvey said: "The Trust’s
motto is 'Rethinking rivers. For good.' It captures both ambition and
optimism, and | am excited to be joining at a time when both are needed
more than ever. There are tremendous opportunities for ERT to continue
shaping the future of the Eden river catchment. By building on
everything that has already been achieved, working with natural
processes, empowering local communities and bringing people together
around shared goals, we can deliver lasting benefits for Eden's rivers,
wildlife, and communities".

* 29 July 2026: Water voles thriving on the Hogsmill: One year after water
voles were returned to the Upper Hogsmill River, monitoring is providing
encouraging evidence that they are thriving and exploring their new
habitat. Around 50 water voles were released into Chamber Mead
wetlands and the adjacent river in Ewell on 30 July 2025. Since then,
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camera traps have captured a continuous flow of images showing the
animals displaying natural behaviours.

« 27 July 2026: 'Rivers in the Sky' Influence Marine Heatwaves: Long, narrow
bands of moving moisture in the sky, known as atmospheric rivers,
contribute to heatwaves in the marine environment, according to a new
study published in Nature Communications by researchers from Duke
University's Nicholas School of the Environment. The study, which
received funding from NASA, is the first to analyze the association
between these "rivers in the sky" and marine heatwaves, paving the way
for future research on the mechanisms at play and how climate change
factorsin.

* 10 July 2026: All Hands on the Don! at Doncaster Museum: If you missed
the Don Catchment Rivers Trust's wonderful exhibition celebrating the
River Don and our All Hands on the Don project exhibition at Danum
Gallery and Museum, you can explore it online here!

* 1July 2026: 'Barrister for the Earth' sails along River Severn to urge
campaigners to fight for its rights: The "Barrister for the Earth" sailed
along the River Severn in Shrewsbury, urging local campaigners to fight
for its rights. The Sabrina Boat hosted Monica Feria Tinta, a
British/Peruvian Barrister who specializes in the Rights of Nature. The trip
around the Shrewsbury loop of the River Severn included Shropshire
Labour councillor Rosemary Dartnell along with representatives from Up
Sewage Creek, CARP (Communities Against River Pollution) in Bewdley
and the Sacred Severn Commmunity Collective which campaigns for the
Rights of the River Severn and the Severn Bore.

More news...

Events in July

* 17 July-9 August: Butterfly Conservation: Big Butterfly Count: A
nationwide citizen science survey aimed at helping Butterfly
Conservation assess the health of our environment. It was launched in
2010 and has rapidly become the world's biggest survey of butterflies.

Until 7 September 2026: Being a River: a series of five creative workshops
exploring art, place, colour and connection in and around the riverside
environment of Berwick-upon-Tweed.

Saturday 25 July to Monday 31 August 2026: National Fishing Month: A
month-long celebration of British angling. Perfect for lapsed anglers and
those keen to start, with friendly events all over the UK.
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25 July-2 August: Bristol Avon RiverBlitz: Community citizen science in the
West Country with Bristol Avon Rivers Trust (BART).

6 June-27 September: Rivers4life Exhibition: Join the Yorkshire Dales
Rivers Trust for their Rivers4Life exhibition at the Dales Countryside
Museum, Hawes. Funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund,
Rivers4Life runs daily from 6 June to 27 September 2026, open 10am-—
4pm, seven days a week.

More events...

Jobs and other opportunities

The closing dates for jobs are in brackets.

Jobs

Farming for Water Agricultural Community Animator: Wiltshire Wildlife Trust (31
August 2026)

Water Team Senior Project Manager: Wiltshire Wildlife Trust (31 August 2026)
Water Champion - Parishes and Communities: Western Sussex Rivers Trust (31
August 2026)

Programme Manager: Water Company Partnership: Thames Rivers Trust (30
August 20206)

Project Manager: Froglife (Yorkshire) (24 August 2026)

Arctic Charr Project Manager: The Freshwater Biological Association (24 August
2020)

Radnorshire Rivers Project Officer: Radnorshire Wildlife Trust (23 August 2026)
Living Tees Development Manager: Tees Rivers Trust (Rolling closing date)
Dartmoor Headwaters Officer - Natural Flood Management x4: Dartmoor
National Park Authority (23 August 2026)

Ecological Data Officer: Yorkshire Water (21 August 2026)

Catchment Manager - River Ure: Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust (21 August 2026)
Evidence Project Officer: Thames?1 (19 August 2026)

Nature-based Solutions Manager: Trent Rivers Trust (17 August 2026)
Environment and Farming Advisor: Trent Rivers Trust (17 August 2026)
Operations Director: Trent Rivers Trust (17 August 2026)

GIS Technical Officer: Trent Rivers Trust (17 August 2026)

River Restoration Officer: Thames21 (17 August 2026)

General Manager: The Inland Waterways Association (20 August 2026)
Geomorphologist: West Wales Rivers Trust (17 August 2026)

Devon Beaver Field Officer (Tamar and West): Devon Wildlife Trust (16 August
20206)

Catchment Partnership Manager: Mersey Rivers Trust (17 August 2026)

Senior Project Manager: Mersey Rivers Trust (17 August 2026)
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Geomorphologist: West Wales Rivers Trust (17 August 2026)

Wild Salmon Inshore Policy Manager: Fisheries Management Scotland (14
August 2026)

Rivers Officer: Chilterns National Landscape (10 August 2026)

Farm Advisor / Senior Farm Advisor: Lune Rivers Trust (9 August 2026)
Marine Policy and Campaigns Officer: Community of Arran Seabed Trust (7
August 2026)

Senior Waterways and Wetlands Advisor: London Wildlife Trust (5 August 2026)
Severn and Wye Nature Programme Manager: Shropshire Wildlife Trust (3
August 2026)

Project Officer Hull and East Riding: Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (2 August 2026)

Trustees and other voluntary posts

Trustees (x2-3): ClientEarth (15 September)

Trustee: National Flood Forum (7 August)

Trustee (accounting skills): Aire Rivers Trust (N/A)

Volunteer Educational Activities Assistant: WWT Martin Mere (Burscough,
Lancashire, N/A)

Trustees x 2: Costwolds Rivers Trust (N/A)

Learning and Engagement Volunteer: West Cumbria Rivers Trust (N/A)

Other opportunities

The Rivers Trust has a useful page of current vacancies with the various trusts,
including voluntary posts and openings for trustees.

Our weekly newsletter is available by email, RSS feed, or download from our website.

Find out more at https://www.ukrivers.net/subscribe.html

Please send your news, events, press releases, campaign alerts, job posts, and anything else
you'd like us to circulate to hello@ukrivers.net. UK Rivers Network newsletters are published

under a Creative Commons (CC-BY-SA 4.0) Licence, which means they're free to copy,

distribute, and remix as you see fit, with credit.
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